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moment. Death is, to each, only the blessed recom-
pense for his suffering on earth. The Fathers have
induced the Christians to wear rosaries around their
necks, as a sign of their faith; this emblem seems
also to be for them a defense from temptation.

Two of the Hurons who had been under Brébeuf's
instruction return to their own country, and bring
to the Fathers letters from Quebec. Both these men
belong to the village of St. Michel, where they make
public announcement of their conversion, and urge
their countrymen to embrace the Faith. One of
these, soon afterward, is assailed by dire calamities;
but his faith and constancy remain unshaken. Striv-
ing to save his dying sister’s soul, he commends her
to God, and baptizes her five or six times,— but all
to no avail, for, ‘‘ although water was not wanting
in her Baptism, he had forgotten the formula, or had
never learned it.” But God has mercy on them; the
dying woman’s strength revives for a little while,
and her brother runs five leagues, without stopping,
to Ste. Marie, to obtain the aid of a priest. Two of
the Fathers hasten to her; they find her ‘‘ quite pre-
pared for Heaven, to which her soul soared, shortly
after she was baptized.”” The Christians of St.
Michel are now sufficiently numerous to warrant a
permanent mission station among them, of which
Chaumonot and Frangois du Peron have charge.

An Algonkin chief from the Island tribe endeavors
to instigate the people of St. Michel to hostility
against the ‘‘black gowns.”” This hinders the
conversion of the infidels; but those who are already
believers are only roused to greater zeal and cour-
age. In this village, the infant church has ‘“‘a
Preacher of its own nation, an Apostle who worthily



